CHAPTER IX

SPECIAL ABILITIES WITH GENERAL MENTAL SUB-
NORMALITY

WHEREAS this book has previously dealt with types of
special disabilities found in individuals otherwise normal
mentally, in this chapter will be considered the opposite
type of mental irregularities, namely, special abilities which
rise above the level of general mental subnormality.
Remembering the definitions and limitations given in
the first chapter, we need but reiterate here that we shall
confine ourselves to issues which have practical signifi-
cance in relation to educational and social problems.

One might, of course, discuss special abilities found in
the normal, and unusual gifts as seen in the genius or
supernormal. But there is a peculiar advantage in
studying aptitudes that arise from a level lower than the
normal. Because all other powers are defective, the
special ability looms large and is therefore more clearly
discerned as a separate function. Knowledge derived
from study of simpler forms of mental activity is needed
to aid in understanding the highly complicated admix-
ture of powers that genius generally represents. Indeed,
the type of research presented in this chapter should be
greatly extended in the future, that all the unitary func-
tions and powers may be known.

The cases offered in illustration of special abilities do
not belong to the group of defectives who can do only
the simplest work under direction and who must, there-
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